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The Principle of Sustainable Development

in International law

Ghufran Ayidh Algahtani
Public Law Department, Faculty Of Law, King Abdulaziz University,
Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: gaalgahtani@kau.edu.sa
Abstract:

Sustainable development is one of the global and renewable
issues that currently preoccupies societies, as it is based on two
important pillars: meeting the needs of the present in benefiting
from the resources and wealth of the Earth while not harming the
right of future generations towards it. Sustainable development has
received clear and wide attention from the United Nations and its
specialized agencies, as seventeen goals have been formulated for
it, which called on governments to adopt these goals and create a
plan for their integrated achievement by the year 2030.

Despite the utmost importance of the concept of sustainable
development, it is considered one of the controversial and modern
topics within the framework of public international law due to its
legal nature and the resulting legal effects. Sustainable development
is an integrated cooperative system in which everyone participates,
as it is considered a practical plan aimed at achieving economic and
social growth while preserving environmental resources in a way
that ensures a decent life for humans and does not conflict with the
ability of future generations to meet their needs.

It is also considered one of the complex concepts that requires
understanding and applying its objectives to activate the role of the
state, its national systems, and civil society as a whole, because the
right to development is considered a human right and therefore
should be adapted within the legal rules that derive their strength
from the original sources of public international law, which are:
Multiple international agreements and customs. The sustainable
development goals are also considered global jus cogens accepted
by the international community and reflected in national legislation
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as they are the basic essence of protecting the human environment
and ensuring its development.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, The Right to Development,
State, Public International Law, Human Rights, Environmental
Protection.
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(2) About the United Nations Environment Programme, The United Nations,
https://www.unep.org/ar/node/34322, (last visited Sep.19, 2024).
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(7) Tom R Burns, Sustainable Development: Agents, Systems and the
Environemnt, Current Sociology Review, 2016, Vol. 64 (6), p 876-878.
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(1) Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly on 25 September 2015,
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visited Sep. 19, 2024), p1.
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Multidisciplinary, Volume. 9, 2024, P.199.
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Resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986,
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