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Children's Rights in Ancient Eastern Laws
Diab Mohammed Sabry Fathy
Department of Law and History, Faculty of Law, Assuit
University, Assuit, Egypt.
E-mail: diabsabry099@gmail.com
Abstract:

Children's rights, in their contemporary concept, were not
known in ancient civilizations to the same extent as we know them
today. However, a study of the laws and social traditions prevalent
in the ancient East, whether in the Pharaonic or Mesopotamian
civilizations, reveals some principles that can be considered the
first seeds of the idea of child protection. Although the laws of the
ancient East did not explicitly recognize "children's rights" as we
know them today, a historical analysis of the legal rules prevailing
at the time reveals the existence of some principles aimed, directly
or indirectly, at protecting children and regulating their lives.

The child had a specific legal and social status that varied
between protection and restriction, depending on the time period,
class affiliation, and gender. It can be said that these laws, despite
their shortcomings, represented the first foundations that paved the
way for the development of the concept of children's rights in later
eras. The laws of the ancient East were keen to recognize rights for
children, such as protection from murder and neglect, the right to
custody and care, the right to lineage and identity, and the right to
education and upbringing.

Keywords: Children's Rights, Ancient, Eastern, Laws.
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(1) Jean Bottéro, Mesopotamia: Writing, Reasoning, and the Gods, University
of Chicago Press, 1992, p. 159.
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